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ABOUT US

France à la Carte is a French incoming travel 
agency which specialises in organising tailor-
made high quality & luxury tours all over 
France.

Over the last 15 years, we have gained a 
wealth of knowledge and on-the-ground 
experience and have discovered the most 
authentic and rewarding culinary & cultural 
treasures of France. We also always make 
sure to include a great variety of outdoor 
activities in the most outstanding natural 
sites our destinations have to offer.

From the very beginning, France à la carte 
has been offering short and long breaks for 
individuals, families and small groups from 
all over the world for leisure or professional 
purposes.
 
Whether you are travelling as a group 
(Escorted Coach Tours) or as individual 
travellers (Private & Shared Escorted Tours), 
just tell us what you want to do, where/when 
you want to go and France à la Carte takes 
care of the rest.

Our Private & Shared Escorted Tours 
are tours with daily departures, which 
include transportation in comfortable 
mini-buses with professional licensed 
guides and accommodation in high quality 
establishments.

France à la Carte is a French incoming travel agency which 

specialises in organising tailor-made high quality tours all over 

France.

If you have a different private or semi-private 
tour in mind than those we suggest, just 
send us your request here and we will design 
your à la carte tour.

We are also specialised in organising high 
quality wine tours both for groups (Coach 
Wine Tours) and individual travellers 
(Escorted Wine Tours), where you’ll be able 
to visit the most beautiful and prestigious 
vineyards in France and taste their vintage 
wines while also savouring delicious local 
food. Wine is the perfect way to understand 
the many facets of France, to share 
privileged moments with locals, and is the 
perfect way to bond with both.

Other themed tours we offer include golf & 
lifestyle tours, cycling tours, skiing holidays 
and incentive trips.

Whether your group wants to taste Bordeaux 
wines, discover the Basque country, cycle in 
Brittany, golf in Gascony, go dog sledding 
with your colleagues on an incentive trip 
or learn how to cook like a gourmet chef, 
we can build the tour of your dreams 
and desires thanks to our know-how and 
our large network of partners from coach 
companies to gourmet restaurants.

WHO WE ARE

Sylvie Butler has a long history in the tourism industry. At one point in her career, she was 
Director of Sales and Human Resources in USIT Connections, one of the biggest Irish travel 
companies, before going on to create and manage ASHLING tour operator for more than 7 
years.

Wanting to focus on the outstanding riches of her native country and its products, she decided 
to create France á la carte in 2004, and has run it successfully it as owner and director since 
then. She specialises in designing tailor made tours with an emphasis on wine, gastronomy, 
and active & cultural high-end trips.

She has earned  a well-deserved reputation for reliability and trustworthiness amongst her 
clients and providers due to her dedication and long term relationship with them all.

She has always wanted France á la carte to be a family business, as she truly believes in the 
resilience of small structures and their capacity to adapt better to the fast moving industry that 
tourism can be. She now works with her son, Dylan Butler, and together they have designed 
an entire new series of products and services oriented to sustainability and eco-tourism, 
without compromising on the high standards she defends. 

She has always wanted the company to be synonymous with quality tours in France, and her 
success down through the years has proven her right.
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FRANCE

Since antiquity, traveling has been an indomitable 
desire that has driven mankind to discover itself. 
Getting to know new places, new cultures, and new 
people has always been the means of understanding 
what makes us and others different, our own traditions 
but perhaps most of all, understanding oneself.
 
We are very much aware that traveling and tourism 
nowadays can have a negative impact on a wide 
range of elements, notably environmental and 
cultural impoverishment. However, there are ways of 
discovering a country while ensuring a healthy balance 
between our social, economical and environmental 
impact, and not just to put forward greenwashing 
trends. As professionals of the sector, we realise that in 
order to craft memorable moments, there is no better 
way than working as a small scale company in direct 
contact with all our travellers and providers, while 
striving to build real bonds between all of them.

To that aim, we have developed a whole new series 
of private escorted tours that respond to this new 
perspective and philosophy. We realised that we 
needed to adapt our products to the new reality of the 
coming market and to align ourselves completely with 
this new vision.

Our trips focus on the human side of traveling. We 
make sure you’ll meet the local producers, artisans, 
artists or farmers and all the fascinating people that 
make a region more than a simple destination. We 
really want your ecological footprint to be positive and 
to contribute to the local economy, which is why we 
choose all our partners who share those goals.
 
This is also the reason why we only work on a custom-
made model and high quality standards. We believe 
that our role is to be the artisans of your vacations 
in our country, and so the more we know you, the 
better we will be able to design your experience. 
Furthermore, we work only with the best resources: the 
best restaurants, lodgings, hotels and the most reliable 
providers the country can provide.
 
At France à la carte, our experience and the years 
spent accompanying and working with those who 
have entrusted us with organising their vacations has 
sharpened our instincts in discovering and deepening 
unique travel experiences.

WHAT WE MEAN BY DEEP TRAVEL

“Deep Travel is an exhilarating state of mind that travel can 

evoke, when everything seems suddenly fresh, vivid, intensely 

interesting, and memorable.”

M.Hiss, The New Yorker
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THE PEOPLE WE WANT YOU TO MEET

Jacqueline & Thierry - Silk secrets

There was a time when the silk of the Cévennes was 
renowned all over Europe. This mountainous region in the 
southern part of France has the perfect climate for growing 
the blackberry bushes the silkworms love so much. Due to 
a disease which struck the worms and the collateral effects 
of globalization, the weavers have almost disappeared. 
Jacqueline & Thierry, however, a couple of winemakers, are 
passionate about the heritage received from their ancestors’ 
office, and so they maintain the tradition and still produce 
some very exclusive silk cloths. Each time we pass through St 
Hippolyte du Fort on our southern France tour we like to stop 
by to greet them and have a chat. Because their stories are 
exactly like their worms’ silk, precious, strong and for the ages.

Luc Richard & Karin Pühringer - Planning the 
future 

Luc Richard and Karin Pühringer, a couple of passionate 
architects and owners of a wonderful hotel and vineyard at 
the foot of the eastern French Pyrenees. They like to think that 
each and every visitor feels at home in Riberach. The old wine 
cooperative cellar in the village had been abandoned for 10 
years, Karin and Luc are rehabilitating it to house  not only the 
Riberach wine cellars but also a luxury, contemporary hotel-
restaurant, inspired by their urban culture. Impregnated with 
eco-friendly architecture, Karin and Luc put their convictions 
into practice and make Domaine Riberach an innovative and 
environmental-friendly place. Come with us to the south of 
France to get to know them!

Pat Hains - Baking memories

If you want to know how to bake genuinely good bread, 
Pat Hains is one person you need to know: She has studied 
bread baking in France, Italy and Germany. Her focus has 
been on European breads and the use of pre-ferments 
(also known as a bread-starter) and sourdoughs. She 
received the highest honour in her formal training in 2011 
in German Bread Baking at the Akademie des deutschen 
Bäckerhandwerk Weinheim. For the past six years, Pat has 
taught bread and pastry classes using her wood fired oven 
and has hosted international guests and famous chefs at 
the Hains House. To meet Pat in the incredibly lovely village 
of Saint Cirq Lapopie (deservedly famous for being one of 
France’s most beautiful villages) is an experience you won’t 
soon forget. Her communicative good humour and love for 
old flours and biodynamic products will awaken something 
in your heart and soul as warm as a wood-fire oven.
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Alexandra & Eric - Bottomless

“Immensely curious” are perhaps the words that best 
describe this sea-going couple. Alexandra & Eric are two 
young explorers that together share their passion for sailing, 
meeting new people, baking pastries & cooking healthy 
food on-board their boat. Having explored the whole world, 
studied anthropology, worked in the merchant navy and in the 
tourism industry, they decided to drop anchor in their home 
port of Collioure on the French side of the Costa Brava. From 
there, they set sail with a happy few to discover the secrets of 
this magical place, and share their homegrown knowledge 
and insights into its traditions while also giving freely of their 
knowledge of the sea.  You can’t visit this beautiful area on the 
southern end of what the French call La Golfe du Lion without 
meeting Alexandra & Eric.

Sébastien Maurin - The grape never falls far 
from the vine

Sébastien tells the story of Burgundy’s great wines to both 
connaisseurs and the non-initiated, without distinction, and 
reveals to them some of the secrets of the region and its 
vineyards from the most famous to the lesser known.  This 
young man might have been born in a wine barrel. He has 
worked as sommelier for the most renowned chef in the 
area, opened his own wine bar in Beaune and studied at 
the agro-campus of Burgundy. He has made it his mission 
to pass on his knowledge while taking you through some of 
the most famous vineyards from Marsannay to Santenay via 
Gevrey Chambertin, Meursault and many others. Burgundy 
is a fascinating region not only for its wines but also for 
its rich history and culture, and Sébastien will help you 
understand what goes into making these world-renowned 
wines: The people behind the bottles, the minerals in the 
soil, and mostly the magical effect of time and patience. 
He’ll turn your journey into a wonderful vintage.

Nerea and Jesús Iñigo - God save the Anchovy

We are always amazed to see how humble and genuinely 
friendly Jesús and his wife Nerea are… because assuredly 
they could boast about their career in the culinary industry. 
But they choose to remain down to earth. Their journeys 
have brought them to the best kitchens in the U.K. and 
United States, working alongside the biggest names in the 
food scene you could dream of: Arzak, El Bulli, Akelarre… 
Their journey ended (or began again) when they opened 
their own restaurant and started to build their own identity. 
It didn’t take long before everyone discovered their talent: 
their “Anchovy sponge Pintxo” won a host of culinary awards 
that year and earned them an enviable reputation. They will 
be more than happy to open their kitchen to us and teach 
us some tricks on how to prepare the ultimate Pintxo. So 
join us on the Bordeaux to Bilbao tour!
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Bordeaux & The Basque 
Country

Legendary wines along the Atlantic coast 

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Bordeaux
Drop off Bilbao

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - The subtle art of blending 

Let’s meet this morning in the lobby of your hotel. 
Today we are going to visit perhaps the most famous 
of Bordeaux vineyards...The Medoc region is located on 
the left bank of  the Gironde Estuary north of the city 
of Bordeaux. To begin your day, you will discover the 
subtle art of blending and crafting your own vintage in 
Chateau Malescasse with Alban Cacaret, our host today 
and member of the family that owns and runs the 
domain. This workshop will give you some idea of what 
it’s like to be a winemaker and learn about the specific 
features of grape varieties. At the end of the session you 
will enjoy a buffet lunch of local specialities at Chateau 
Malescasse.

This afternoon, we will visit and enjoy wine tasting 
sessions at prestigious vineyards and wineries in no 
less than the world-famous Pauillac & Margaux wine-
growing communes which together boast some of 
the most renowned wines in the appellations with 
Crus such as like Mouton Rothschild, Chateau Lafite-
Rochschild, Chateau Latour... to mention but a few. We 
will then head to  ‘‘Les Sources de Caudalie’’, a 5-star 
hotel dedicated to the French Art of Living in the heart 
of the Château Smith Haut Lafitte vineyards, classified 
Grand Crus in the Graves région.. A Welcome dinner 
will be served at ‘‘La Table du Lavoir’’ the Bistro-style 
restaurant of the hotel, serving locally grown & original 
food in a “casual-chic” ambiance. 

Day 2 - Looking for the pearl 

After a nice breakfast at your hotel, we will meet in the 
lobby and head to Arcachon Bay (Bassin d’Arcachon). 
This little inland sea open on the ocean is known for 
its exceptional natural heritage & beautiful oyster 
villages that have remained authentic and untouched 
over the years. There we will embark on a “Pinasse”, 
the traditional long and narrow wooden boats, and 
meet Thierry our skipper for the day. We’re going to 
cruise with him around the bay, and admire the iconic 
“cabane tchanquée’’. 

DAY BY DAY Of course we will stop along the way for a lunch of 
oysters from the bay and wine lunch, with a couple 
of young oyster producers who will tell us about their 
work and way of life.

On your way back to the hotel, we can’t miss the 
opportunity to climb to the famous Dune du Pilat, the 
highest sand dune in Europe. In the hotel’s jacuzzi, you 
can bask in the water coming directly from the hot 
spring located 540 meters underground! We’ll then 
get ready for our dinner at 2-Michelin star restaurant 
‘‘La Grand’Vigne’’ located in the 18th century orangery 
of your hotel, where Nicolas Masse, the chef, like a 
winegrower, seeks to express the very essence of this 
exceptional terroir and its products. He assembles 
and composes in order to ultimately retain only the 
essentials.

Day 3 - Extxerrik Asko! 

We’re off to Biarritz this morning. This beautiful coastal 
city will be our gateway and entrance to discover the 
charms and the mysteries of the Basque country. Today 
we suggest a coastal walk to Spain. This beautiful 9 km 
long walk begins in Guetary, a cute fishing harbour, 
where we can have a café au lait on the seafront, 
and from there start our walk. Lunch will be in  a 
lovely Relais et Châteaux restaurant in the Hôtel Parc 
Victoria. This 19th century manor has one of the finest 
collections of art deco furniture in Europe. 

This afternoon, we suggest introducing you to Golf 
while discovering the most beautiful courses in 
the Basque Country, situated in superbe natural 
environments between the sea, mountains and forests. 
Transfer to Biarritz and settling in at the legendary 
5-Star Palace in Biarritz, the iconic Hôtel du Palais.
Perched majestically above the Grande Plage of 
Biarritz, the hotel has maintained the spirit of its 
prestigious 19th-century design and architecture. Its 
sumptuous facade, top-quality services and high-end 
facilities and amenities all set it apart.  Welcome diner 
at your hotel gourmet restaurant.

Day 4 - Cider & Sailors 

This morning we will take one of the most scenic roads 
to San Sebastian over the famous Jaizkibel mountain 
overlooking the ocean. On arrival, we will meet our 
captain, Miss Iratxe, who will be waiting for us onboard 
her sailing boat, ready to show us the basque way of 
sailing… After a lovely 1h30 cruise we will disembark in 
the  small harbour of Getaria, a fishing port which was 
also home to the great fashion designer Balenciaga, 
and the museum dedicated to his work is next on our 
list. Our host, Miki, an industrial graphic designer and 
expert in the history of the arts, will guide us around 
this fascinating fashion museum.  We will then visit 
the house of the celebrated contemporary art sculptor 
Eduardo Chillida. 

We can’t visit the Basque country without visiting a 
cider house  or ‘‘Sidreria’’… these are well known for 
their fresh bacalao (codfish) and huge steaks. You’ll also 
drink your cider straight from the massive cider barrels 
...and this is where we’ll stop for lunch. This afternoon, 
let’s enjoy a San Sebastian Bike tour with our friend 
Inaki, born and raised in the city, and who will tell us 
how and why the city became one of Spain’s most 
prominent centres for gastronomy, art and culture. 
Check-in the 4-star Hotel Sala Plaza in San Sebastian 
where you will be accommodated for 2 nights and 
where we’ll get ready for your 3 Michelin star restaurant 
at the Akelarre.

After lunch we will visit the museum and the cave of 
Zugarramurdi with the anthropologist, Arantxa Leku, 
who will talk about all those traditions still alive in the 
Basque region that are considered pagan and pre-
Christian; and that the Holy Inquisition persecuted for 
decades. After delving into the old traditions, we will 
get ready for our final night dinner in one of the most 
famous seafood restaurants in the area, Casa Camara. 
In the aquarium in the centre of the dining room are 
different species of lobster and fish which will later be 
enjoyed by diners.

Day 5 - Do you believe in witches??

A horseback ride in the Baztan valley and the Irati 
woods is a once in a lifetime experience. These woods 
are considered to be the setting for all the witchcraft 
legends in the area and are renowned for their 
mysterious atmosphere and the great variety of trees. 
Our friend Edu, one of the national park rangers, will 
ride along with and, show us the complex ecosystem 
which thrives here. He will bring us to meet one of his 
shepherd friends, where the good man will share lunch 
with us and we will taste the cheese he produces in the 
fields we just discovered.

Day 6 - Adios amigos 

This morning we will drive to Bilbao, and enjoy a 
walking tour of the old city. Being there and not visiting 
the Guggenheim Museum would be a mistake. Our 
guide, Edorta, will take us around all the collections of 
this unique museum designed by the world famous 
architect Frank Gehry.

For our last moments in the Basque country we should 
have a “Pintxos lunch” and there’s no better place 
for that than Gure Toki’s. This pintxos bar proposes 
dishes from the new Basque cuisine - “haute cuisine in 
miniature” - and pairs it with top Spanish wines from 
the nearby Rioja area. After lunch we will transfer you to 
Bilbao’s airport.
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South Western France

Douce France

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Toulouse
Drop off Bordeaux

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - 50 shades of blue

Let’s start our day in Toulouse where your driver 
guide will pick you up and drive you to the Château 
des Plantes, where our host, Gilles, an internationally 
recognized expert for his work in essential oils and 
natural dyes, will introduce us to the secrets of 
Woad paste. Gilles will show the process from the 
plant sources to the extraction of the dyes. We’ll also 
learn about the ancient dyeing techniques used to 
obtain the typical blue colour called “pastel”, and 
the production of oil and cosmetics based on the 
woad paste of the “Pays de Cocagne”. The medieval 
village of Puycelsi, will welcome us for a lovely lunch 
at “L’Ancienne Auberge”, one of the most impressive 
noble houses in the village.

After lunch, we will continue our day by heading to our 
vinification and wine-pairing workshop at the Chateau 
de Terride,  a castle full of charm and authenticity in 
a classified AOC (Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée) 
domain. The day ends in Albi, a magnificent pink-
bricked town on the banks of the Tarn. We will stroll 
into the old city through its winding streets and half-
timbered houses. We will stop on the main square for 
an ice cream or a “café au lait” just before settling into 
our hotel, the incredible  5-star Relais Château Hôtel La 
Reserve.  The gastronomic restaurant of the hotel will 
host us for a wonderful dinner next to the pool.

Day 2 - Bohemian Rhapsody 

This morning, after a generous breakfast, we will pay 
our respects to Albi’s most celebrated son, the world- 
famous bohemian painter: Toulouse Lautrec. Situated 
in the Palais de la Berbie, the museum dedicated to 
the artist has on display more than 1000 original works 
by Toulouse-Lautrec – the largest collection in France 
after the Musée d’Orsay in Paris. Cordes-sur-Ciel awaits 
us now. Considered to be the most beautiful medieval 
village in France, and located on a hilltop with fortified 
gates, ramparts, sculpted gothic façades and little 
hidden corners, this town will conquer your hearts for 
sure. 

DAY BY DAY There we will enjoy our lunch at the Auberge de la 
Halle. On our way to the Dordogne region, we will stop 
at Saint-Cirq-Lapopie, a stunning village at the crest 
of a sheer cliff high above the Lot river, overlooking 
the beautiful ”Vallée du Lot”. A magical setting where 
our friend Pat will be waiting for us. She’s by far one 
of the most renowned bread bakers in Europe, and 
she will teach us how to produce and bake the perfect 
bread with the local flours. In her wood-fired oven our 
hostess will expose all the secrets of this timeless craft. 
After this masterclass, we will head to Sarlat where our 
4-star hotel Plaza Madeleine lies right in the center. 
After a well-deserved rest, we will stroll through the 
spectacular streets of Sarlat, one of the most important 
European cities in terms of cultural architectural 
heritage. Our steps will take us to Le Bistrot de l’Octroi 
for dinner.

Day 3 - ...Early birds 

Today an experience well-worth the early call is waiting 
for us. After a quick drive to the beautiful village of 
Beynac-et-Cazenac we will meet Lionel. He will be 
our Hot air Balloon captain this morning!!!  Flying over 
the Dordogne river with the first sunlight is a magical 
experience we couldn’t miss.  After having recovered 
from the experience with a glass of white Dordogne 
wine, we will have the pleasure of meeting Edouard 
and Farah, a lovely couple and producers of black 
truffles. They will explain to us their passion for this very 
special mushroom and all the nuances of its flavour, 
and of course we will have a truffle hunt with their 
lovely dogs. We will enjoy our lunch at their estate and 
discover the many ways to cook this star ingredient in 
the local cuisine.

We will then take leave of our hosts and head to the 
world famous caves of Lascaux, where in the 1940’s 
some children playing in the area accidently discovered 
the most wonderous prehistoric cave paintings. The 
building that houses the museum is one of the best 
interpretation centers for Paleolithic archeology. Back 
to Sarlat and to our hotel where we will get ready 
for our Michelin star dinner at Le Grand Bleu where 
Maxime Lebrun, the starred chef, will tell us about 
Dordogne’s local products and how he uses them in his 
gastronomic art. 22

Day 4 - Legendary wines 

Following the Dordogne river towards Bordeaux. This 
morning we’re entering the most renowned vineyards 
in the world in Saint Émilion :  UNESCO World Heritage 
Site since 1999, this mindblowing village enjoys the 
reputation of its oenological and gastronomic heritage 
worldwide. This morning, the 18th century Château 
Ferrand is opening its doors for us to experience the 
art of blending and crafting our own vintage with 
Adrien Baudry, the estate’s sommelier. He will educate 
our palate and help us understand the different grape 
varieties and the best way to combine them into the 
perfect blend. 

There’s no better way to end this morning than to 
enjoy a buffet lunch of local specialities at the same 
Chateau Ferrand. This will be our opportunity to visit 
this amazing Chateau which has recently been restored 
by the architects and designers Patrick Jouin and 
Sanjit Manku in the most exquisite contemporary lines 
respecting the original raw materials. After lunch, we’ll 
stroll into the town of Saint-Émilion and take in its 
main monuments: cloisters, city gate, fortifications and 
underground monuments. It is time now to discover 
our last hotel, the 5-star Hôtel Château Grand Barrail, a 
unique property next to Saint Emilion surrounded by a 
3-hectare park. A unique stay where you will enjoy the 
best lodging and Spa in France. Tonight we will enjoy 
a wonderful dinner at the gourmet restaurant of our 
hotel.

In order to stretch our legs a bit after lunch, we will 
have a gentle bicycle ride through the vineyards and 
get to know the “châteaux”, family-run estates where 
we might have to taste some more of those superb 
local wines. Back to our hotel for a deserved rest where 
we will get ready for our final night dinner at the best 
restaurant in the area, the 2-star Michelin restaurant 
La Table de Pavie where the chef Yannick Alléno, 
sublimates local products with passion. He will later on 
join our table for a chat with us and the last toast of the 
trip.

Day 5 - Let’s cook in the chateau!

 After a lazy morning enjoying our hotel, we will head 
to Château Ambe Tour Pourret, one of the Grand Cru 
vineyards in the area and close to Libourne, one of the 
richest wine regions in France. There, the Lannoye 
family will host us for a local food cooking class in the 
Château’s kitchen. This will be the occasion for us to 
understand local habits and the traditional way of 
life in this part of France. Meanwhile, after cooking 
the seasonal ingredients we will, of course, taste the 
estate’s blends and best wines. 

Day 6 - Farewell & last toast in the 
wine capital 

After a generous breakfast at your hotel, we will 
transfer to Bordeaux; and enjoy a panoramic walking 
tour to discover the secrets of this elegant metropolis, 
renowned worldwide for its wines. From the vestiges 
of the Middle Ages, to the elegance of the 18th century 
architecture, you will discover the different golden ages 
of Bordeaux’s history, dominated by the wine trade and 
various colonial influences.

You will explore La Cité du Vin and immerse yourself 
in a sensory adventure to discover how wine evolved 
through cultures and civilisations. A unique experience 
exploring the many and varied facets of wine across 
time and space. You will access La Cité du Vin’s 
Belvedere, where you will discover a 360° view of 
Bordeaux whilst tasting with a glass of world class 
wine. After our lunch we will transfer you to Bordeaux’s 
airport or train station.



Languedoc & Catalunya

Discover the French Pyrenees’ hidden valleys and 
hit the Spanish Costa Brava.

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Toulouse
Drop off Barcelona

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - The best cuisine in the world, 
Monsieur!

Get ready this morning for a full day adventure 
in Cathar Country, a true hidden gem between 
Carcassonne and the Mediterrenean sea. Our host 
this morning is our friend Hugo who will guide us 
on our e-mountain bikes to discover the impressive 
landscapes of the Corbières wine region. We will 
stopover in the gorgeous town of Ribaute where Sylvie 
& Laurent, a young couple of organic wine growers, 
will open their cellar for an unforgettable wine and 
beer tasting. Lunch will be in Le Bastion in the town 
of Lagrasse (known to be one of the most beautiful 
medieval villages in France), a restaurant where 
Auguste Escoffier’s gourmet cuisine blends creative 
and traditional plates.
 
This afternoon, your guide will drive you to visit the 
Fontfroide Abbey, one of the best preserved Cistercian 
monuments in France. After resting at your hotel, the 
spectacular Château Le Bouïs, a 300 year old vineyard 
located between the Mediterranean and the foothills of 
La Clape. we will head to what’s considered nowadays 
as THE best restaurant in the world: the famous 3-star 
Michelin Restaurant l’Auberge du Vieux Puits in the 
village of Fontjoncouse in the Corbières. There, Gilles 
Goujon, will share with you his passion for gastronomy 
and his love of the region.

Day 2 - Á la bonne franquette  

Meet at your hotel with your driver-guide & transfer 
to the salt fields of Salin de l’Ile Saint Martin. An 
impressive site leaning against the Clape massif. The 
salt field spreads over 400 hectares (988 acres) outside 
the old and unspoilt village of Gruissan overlooking the 
sea. Next we’re off to Narbonne to stroll in the beautiful 
covered food market, Les Halles de Narbonne, where 
each morning the locals buy their fresh produce from 
their local producers. We’ll take the opportunity to have 
a “Á la bonne franquette” lunch in the market with 
fresh seasonal products from the area. 

DAY BY DAY We will then enjoy discovering the city of Narbonne, 
which the Romans called Narbo and was their first 
colony in what they called Gaul. This pleasant city 
has survived for more than two millennia & offers a 
remarkable Roman and medieval heritage. The day 
continues with a gentle cycling tour around Bages 
and its lagoon. This very easy bike tour will fill your 
eyes with the rich colours and natural perfumes of this 
picturesque village and coastline. Our 4-star Amour 
d’Hôtel, is located in the heart of the coastal village 
of Leucate. An architectural challenge where raw 
materials, elegance, design and natural light converge. 
It’s time to board the Limnoreia, an authentic old 
sailing boat from 1929 and one of the oldest in Europe 
for a trip around the bay. Le Grand Cap restaurant will 
enchant you with its finest cuisine and its fantastic view 
of the sea.

Day 3 - Smiths & Millers 

This morning we will enjoy a tour on horseback on the 
sandy coast of Leucate. Then we’ll head for a lunch 
of oysters at the colourful oysters producers village in 
Leucate. The producers’ village is in fact a row of typical 
cabins where we will plunge into a warm atmosphere 
and taste the seafood without moderation, washed 
down, of course, with the chilled local white wine.

After lunch we will head towards the foothills of the 
Pyrenees to visit the famous castle of Quéribus, the last 
stronghold of the Cathar heresy of the 13th century, 
built on an impressive rock promontory. Just a few 
minutes’ drive will take us to Moulin d’Omer which 
dominates the village of Cucugnan. On site, Roland, the 
miller, will explain to us the work involved in an active 
windmill and how he has dedicated himself to bringing 
back old local varieties of organic wheat, then visit the 
bakery adjoining the mill and taste the bread and other 
brioches. After a lovely ride into the hilly countryside, 
we will arrive in Belesta in the heart of the Pyrénées-
Orientales and settle in the 4-star Hotel Domaine de 
Riberach. Between vineyards and the garigue, the open 
shrubby vegetation of dry Mediterranean regions, this 
restored wine cellar is the ideal stopover for lovers of 
slow life. Trendy, zen, refined, eco-friendly, gastronomic. 
During our dinner at the restaurant of Domaine de 
Riberach we can watch the sunset over the valley.

Day 4 - Wine Safari 

After a glorious breakfast at your hotel, we will jump 
into the hotel’s land-rovers and enjoy an amazing Wine 
Safari.  We will climb to the highest peak of their estate 
and discover one of the most beautiful vineyards in the 
Roussillon region, with exceptional panoramas and 
breathtaking landscapes before taking part in a bucolic 
barbecue in the vineyard.

This afternoon we will have a small hike into the Têt 
Valley and its cliffs of sand and clay patiently carved 
by the rains. Erosion here has worked like an artist, 
slashing, incising, sculpting the material with scars or 
streaks to give the rock that scratched, almost lunar 
appearance locals call the ”fairy chimneys”. A walk of 
about an hour will take you right into this masterpiece 
of nature. Back to Domaine de Riberach where we will 
have plenty of time to relax and some well-deserved 
down time.

We will arrive at our lodging for tonight: the Sa 
Perafita Guesthouse, a charming 14th-century slate 
building surrounded by vineyards, mountains and the 
Mediterranean Sea. Our first Dinner in Spain will be at 
the restaurant Can Rafa on the seafront. Local cuisine 
with a multitude of fish and seafood that come directly 
from the fishing boats of Cadaqués. Overnight at Sa 
Perafita Guesthouse in Cadaques.

Day 5 - Crossing the line

Collioure, the jewel of the ‘Côte Vermeille’, where 
the rocky coastline of the Pyrenees meets the 
Mediterranean. Collioure remains a favourite site 
for budding artists looking to recapture the magic 
of Matisse, Derain and other ‘fauvists’ who were so 
enthralled by the play of light and the coastline here. 
Today we will embark for a 5 hour private cruise on 
a sailboat with our crew, Eric & Alexandra. We will 
cast off from the harbour in Collioure, and discover 
the Côte Vermeille. Eric, an experienced captain and 
sailing instructor & Alexandra, professional sailor 
and passionate pastry cook, will suggest an itinerary 
depending on weather conditions and your wishes. For 
lunch, they will prepare healthy products of local and 
seasonal production. Onboard Paddle-Windsurfing, 
Wings, sunbathing, and all those sea-faring activities.

In the afternoon we will cross the border into Spain on 
a very scenic road to Cadaques, the pearl of the Catalan 
coast which nestles in a natural harbour sheltered from 
the last peaks of the Pyrenees. This pretty harbour leads 
to Cap Creus, one of the most picturesque places on 
the Costa Brava. 

Day 6 - Dali’s inspiration & Hasta la 
vista baby... 

This morning, we will discover the cradle of inspiration 
of one of the most famous painters of all time: Salvador 
Dali. A native of Cadaqués, Dalí spent much of his 
time in Cap Creus national park, being inspired by the 
turquoise colours of the sea, the rugged shapes of the 
rocks and by the special energy to be found here. This 
sublime place explains why the Costa Brava means the 
“rough coast”.

For lunch we’re going to the beautiful city of Girona, 
a medieval jewel of a town that will take your breath 
away. Situated in the centre of the city is our bistro 
“Pocavergonya” (which literally translates as “little 
shame”). The name fits it like a glove given the bold 
and audacious approach taken by the chefs here, who 
work directly in front of customers, enabling the latter 
to feel part of the creative process. After a gentle stroll 
in Girona and a delicious ice cream on the main square 
we will transfer you to your hotel in the thrilling city of 
Barcelona.
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Provence & Camargue

Flavours, colors and fragrances 

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Marseille 
Drop off Marseille

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - Essence of Provence

This morning we will meet at your hotel in Marseille 
& transfer to Cassis’s Harbour to embark for a private 
cruise; there we will meet our captain who will take us 
to admire the famous Calanques (coves), the rocky cliffs 
and bays so characteristic of the coastline between 
Marseilles and Cassis.  We will have lunch at “Le grand 
large” a seafood restaurant facing the sea and where 
from the terrace we will enjoy the calm ballet of fishing 
and pleasure boats.

In the afternoon the Cheynan family will host us in 
their Domain to show us around their wine and olive 
oil production. Pascal, the owners’ son and the head 
winemaker, will explain to us the philosophy the family 
apply in their wines and olive oils. We will then head 
to Les Baux-de-Provence, a beautiful medieval town 
with a rich architectural heritage and magic that you 
will explore through its narrow cobbled streets. In the 
village the beautiful 5-star Relais Château Domaine 
de Baumanière will accommodate us for the next two 
nights. It epitomises the definition of provencale luxury, 
the quintessential Mediterranean charm. The Welcome 
dinner will take place in their 3-star Michelin restaurant 
Oustau de Baumanière. 

Day 2 - Impressive Impressionism! 

After a wonderful breakfast at your hotel, we will pick 
you up and drive you to the countryside around Aix-en-
Provence for a hike around the beautiful cliffs of Mont 
Sainte Victoire. On this gentle trail, with our local guide, 
we will have the opportunity to admire the different 
point of views from the Mont Sainte Victoire, just as the 
great Cézanne once did. At the end of our walk, we will 
enjoy a very pleasant picnic lunch with plenty of local 
specialties: cold-cuts, cheese, bread, wine. The whole 
thing is catered by local producers and we will have a 
thoroughly bucolic time.

DAY BY DAY This afternoon we will head to Aix en Provence & stroll 
along its leafy boulevards and public squares lined 
with 17th- and 18th-century mansions, punctuated by 
fountains, where we will enjoy our delicious ice cream 
for dessert. Then we will continue to Saint-Rémy de 
Provence to visit the unique Carrières de Lumières, 
a multimedia contemporary art installation housed 
with works by Van Gogh and other iconic artists. A true 
wonder! We will then go back to our hotel, Domaine 
de Baumanière. Tonight we will enjoy our dinner at the 
gourmet restaurant La Cabro d’Or, the hotel’s bistrot.

Day 3 - More catholic than the pope 

This morning we will discover the spectacular 
landscapes of the Alpilles range and cycle along small 
country roads. Our ride will end with a tasting of some 
of the best Provencal wines in the most
renowned estate of Vallongue. Our host who runs 
an organic winery will define and explain to us their 
philosophy of producing amazing wines while retaining 
a real sense of ecological principles and respect for 
natural cycles. We will then transfer to the legendary 
town of Avignon, also known as the city of the Popes 
and the largest medieval fortress in Europe. Then we 
will head to the picturesque village of Eygalières, to 
enjoy lunch in a fine local restaurant.

At the foot of the Palais des Papes, the 5 star hotel La 
Mirande is a sumptuous palace from the 16th century. 
You’ll have plenty of time before dinner to admire and 
enjoy their collection of impressionist paintings or 
to relax in their wonderfully manicured gardens. For 
dinner we will arrange a cooking class in La Mirande’s 
old kitchen which houses the “Le Marmiton” cooking 
school. Some of the greatest chefs of the region are 
invited to give cooking classes for all enthusiasts, from 
those who want an introduction to the art of Provencal 
cooking to those who wish to improve their knowledge 
of gastronomy. Bon appétit!
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Day 4 - Roman Provence  

Today we are heading south to the Camargue region, 
the delta of the Rhône River and its beautiful flatlands, 
so we better be ready for an adventurous day. On our 
way to Camargue, we will stop in Arles, a charming 
and picturesque town with Provençal ambience and a 
superb Roman Arena. In Arles we will enjoy our lunch 
on the terrace of a local Bistrot next to the main square.

This afternoon, we will explore the Camargue Regional 
Park with a safari tour in 4wd land rovers and discover 
the ponds and marshes where flamingos and many 
other birds live or stop on their migratory routes.  We 
will then head to Sainte Marie de la Mer, an amazing 
town built on the very southern point of the Camargue, 
surrounded by sea and marshes. A pretty unreal 
and singular place with stunning architecture. Right 
there on a peninsula our accommodation awaits us: 
Sainte-Hélène Lodge is a unique place situated in a 
unique environment. All the rooms have spectacular 
views, the heated pool makes you part of all the water 
surrounding you. After some relaxation, or having 
enjoyed one of their many massages, we will get ready 
for our dinner in the restaurant of the hotel, where they 
offer a typical regional cuisine with the freshest seafood 
and accompanied by the rice produced locally.

We will then head back to our hotel for some down 
time, and get ready for our final night dinner in a 
beautifully typical Manade farm. There we will celebrate 
our trip with a live band playing traditional music and a 
spectacular dinner served for us.

Day 5 - Purebreds and Flamingoes

After having enjoyed your buffet breakfast, we will head 
to the nearby Vaccares pond in the heart of Camargue. 
There, Olivier, our host for today, and owner of one of 
the oldest equestrian stables in the area, will wait for us 
with his Camargue breed horses and will come along 
with us for a unique ride into the regional park.

We will spend our day discovering the extraordinary 
biodiversity of the Lower Camargue, with its mosaic 
of environments (reed beds, marshes, ponds...), 
its characteristic flora, and its emblematic fauna, 
with plenty of waterfowl including the famous pink 
flamingo. Exploring this unique and unspoilt nature 
spot in the best possible way, on horseback. 

Day 6 - The cradle of civilizations 

 After a glorious breakfast we will drive to Marseille, 
the second largest city in France. There we can’t 
miss visiting the MuCEM – Museum of Civilizations of 
Europe and the Mediterranean. An ultra-contemporary 
construction with plenty of cutting edge exhibitions 
of the new generation of artists from all over the 
Mediterranean basin.

Settling in next to Marseille’s harbour, we will enjoy our 
lunch while admiring the ballet of fishing boats. From 
there we will drive either to the airport or to the train 
station, where you can enjoy the high speed train to 
Paris.
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Rhone & Burgundy

Going up the stream of legendary wines

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Marseille 
Drop off Marseille

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - Essence of Provence

Welcome to France! This morning we will come to 
pick you up at your hotel in Marseille, ready to start 
a great adventure into one of the most celebrated 
wine regions of this beautiful country. We’ll start by 
exploring one of the most impressive wine estates in 
Provence, Château La Coste, where we will visit a highly 
original art exhibition spread out over the vineyard. This 
stunning contemporary art exhibition will surprise you 
and awaken your senses, leaving you ready for a lovely 
lunch in the Château’s restaurant where the meal will 
be accompanied by their finest wines.

After lunch, we will head to the ancient papal city of 
Avignon, world famous for its papal palace and the 
ruins of its 12th century bridge: Le pont d’Avignon… we 
will discover this amazing town with our local guide 
who will reveal the conspiracies, plots and mysteries 
that make the history of this legendary history so 
interesting. There we will take up quarters in one of 
the most impressive buildings in town, literally at the 
foot of the papal palace:  “Hôtel la Mirande”, whose 
foundations date back to 1309, and which hosts an 
impressive collection of French classical paintings. 
Tonight, we will taste the bistro cuisine of chef Florent 
Pietravalle in his restaurant “La Salle à Manger”.

Day 2 - Every day a new Château! 

Leaving Avignon, we will head to one of the pillars of 
French wine regions: Châteauneuf du Pape. A huge 
variety of grapes has been cultivated there since 
the Roman Empire and the wines of the region are 
deservedly some of the most renowned in the world. 
There we will meet the Reynault family who have 
been producing some of the region’s finest wine for 
more than 4 generations. They’ll take us on a tour 
around their estate and invite us to sample some of 
their choicest bottles. For lunch we will head to the 
nearby town of Châteauneuf-du-Pape where we will 
try the local cuisine at Laurent Manson’s “La Table des 
Vignerons” restaurant. 

DAY BY DAY This young local chef will prepare for us his best dishes 
in his cosy restaurant right in the heart of the medieval 
town. For dessert we will walk up through the village 
to a fabulous ice-cream parlour with one of the best 
views over the Rhône valley and savour a moment from 
sweetness from above. Tonight we sleep in the Château 
de Barrenques, a small 15th century castle situated in a 
beautiful park with fountains and centuries-old trees. A 
simply magical place. At a stone’s throw from our hotel, 
Florence & Eric will host us in their lovely 18th century 
house for a dinner prepared with the finest products 
and seasonal vegetables from their own garden, and 
we will enjoy our meal on the terrace of this charming 
restaurant.

Day 3 - Côtes du Rhône unveils its 
secrest for you 

This morning after breakfast we will head north to 
Tain-l’Hermitage and the estate of one the finest 
winegrowers of the Rhône valley, the Maison 
Chapoutier. Michel Chapoutier likes to call himself 
a daredevil. He plants his vines in the most unlikely 
places and often where most winegrowers would be 
daunted. You will enjoy a 90 minute visit to discover the 
estate, and enjoy sampling Michel’s five different wines. 
We will then move on to the picturesque medieval 
village of Malleval. Set upon a rock surrounded by 
vineyards, this small town has an authentic bistrot 
where we will have our lunch.

In the afternoon, we will have the opportunity to get to 
better understand this complex wine region by visiting 
the Domaine Montez, a domain of 24 hectares and 
three appellations, where the Montez family have been 
planting, vinifying, and selling their wines since the 
16th century. During the tasting, you will appreciate the 
considerable aromatic richness of these great wines. 
Close by, the Domaine Degache & Frères will be our 
hosts for another session of wine tasting where we will 
appreciate the work of 3 generations of winemakers. 
Then we will drive you to the lovely town of Vonnas, 
where we will settle for the night in the 5 star Relais & 
Château George Blanc, where you will enjoy its Spa and 
its excellent restaurant for dinner.

Day 4 - A network of legendary crus 

Now we finally enter the region of Burgundy and 
we won’t take long to go to the best estates it has 
to offer. The route des grands Crus is the kind of 
road you want to follow: from Gevrey-Chambertin to 
Chassagne Montrachet via Vosne-Romanée, all those 
famous names will finally become reality to you. Stroll 
through the vineyards and learn about the mythical 
plots of land classified as Grands Crus: Romanée Conti, 
Richebourg, La Tâche, Echezeaux, Chambertin, Clos 
de Vougeot, Corton-Charlemagne, and Montrachet. A 
must for a complete oenological trip. There is a private 
visit to a famous estate in Côte de Beaune for a great 
tasting of different vintages. On this occasion, you will 
also meet the winemaker. We will have a Grands Crus 
lunch at the Estate in Côte de Beaune or Côte de Nuits 
with a selection of the owner’s Pinots Noirs and great 
white wines classified as Premiers Crus and Grands 
Crus. Food and wine pairings with a regional menu 
consisting of 3 courses, including local cheeses. Visit to 
the cellars between oak barrels and old vintages after 
lunch.

This afternoon, stroll through the prestigious 
appellations of Côte de Nuits: Vosne-Romanée, Gevrey-
Chambertin, Nuits-Saint-Georges, Chambolle-Musigny, 
and Morey-Saint-Denis. Then, a Grands Crus tasting in a 
private cellar in an intimate and relaxed atmosphere to 
discover the wines of several estates selected by a circle 
of local experts and learn about oenology in Burgundy. 
Tonight the 5-star establishment, named L’Hôtel, will 
serve us as a lodger. The hotel, situated in the hearth of 
Beaune, is an old bourgeois house dating from the 19th 
century. Our evening continues at the exclusive and 
gourmet restaurant Hostellerie Cèdre, where we will
enjoy an unforgettable dinner.

Depending on the season, your guide can accompany 
you to the local Farmer’s market in a village by the 
vineyards or the famous Halles in Dijon or to a local 
farm.  You will discover regional delicacies such as 
truffle products, Pain d’épices (local gingerbread), 
blackcurrant, Flavigny Abbaye sweets (anise) and of 
course the world-famous Moutarde de Dijon.

For lunch, you will enjoy a typical Burgundy meal 
prepared with fresh and local products accompanied 
by your choice of wines at a family run estate in the 
Côte de Nuits or Côte de Beaune.  We will finish the 
day with a comprehensive wine tasting including 
superb white wines & Pinot Noirs of which several 
Grand Crus. Taste the selection of bread, cheeses, cold 
cuts, chocolates… in a special wine and food pairing 
introduction. Tonight we will have a light Dinner at 
the gourmet restaurant Hostellerie des Cèdres in the 
beautiful centre of Beaune.

Day 5 - Gourmet’s gourmet

We hope you’re ready today to enjoy a Gourmet Tour 
and to taste Burgundy’s local gastronomy. You will 
enjoy five tasting stops to savour the local specialties; 
their finest “charcuterie” (cold cuts) and cheeses, 
macaroons, chocolate, bread and much more… 

Day 6 - Au revoir les amis 

Transfer to Dijon, one of France’s most attractive cities 
with its elegant medieval and Renaissance buildings; 
stroll through the historic centre to discover the half-
timbered houses and polychrome tile roofs. 

You will enjoy a 2 hour Historic Walking Tour to discover 
the architectural features of Burgundy’s capital. Be 
sure to visit the wonderful market, “Les Halles”, even 
if only to feast your eyes. You will be fascinated by its 
warm and friendly atmosphere and by the multude of 
regional products.
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Champagne  
& Alsace

Pearls, bubbles and rolling hills

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Paris
Drop off Strasbourg

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - A monk and a widow 

Let’s meet in the lobby of your hotel this morning! 
We will pick you up and drive you out of Paris to the 
beautiful Marne river valley. Our drive will bring us 
into Hautvillers, where the world famous monk Dom 
Pérignon served in the Abbey Saint-Pierre in the 16th 
century having brought with him from Limoux in 
the south of France what was destined to become 
“la méthode champenoise”, which is simply how to 
produce Champagne… Here you’ll be treated to a 
private tour and tasting at the domain of a Champagne 
producer in the Marne Valley.  We will be welcomed at 
the magnificent domain of this independent producer, 
whose vineyard extends around an outstanding castle, 
overlooking the Marne River. After a commented walk 
through the vineyards and the cellars, you will taste 
three different Champagnes from the domain.

In the town of Hautvillers we will savour delicate 
regional specialties for lunch and discover Champagne 
and food matchings with three single-varietal cuvées. 
We will then head to Epernay, home to the world-
famous Champagne “La Veuve Cliquot”, the widow 
in our title. There we will discover the grandiose 
UNESCO listed Avenue De Champagne where the most 
prestigious Champagne Houses were established in 
the 19th century: Moet & Chandon, Laurent Perrier, Pol 
Roger etc… Moet & Chandon will open their doors for us 
for a private cellar tour and Champagne tasting. Then 
on to Domaine Les Crayères: a legendary establishment 
in the heart of Reims. This wonderful place will host us 
for the two coming nights.

Day 2 - Cycling through the vineyards

After a glorious breakfast at your hotel we will pick you 
up for an adventurous day. Denis, our guide for today, 
will be waiting for us with his range of e-bikes. We will 
enjoy an epic ride through one of the most famous 
wine regions in the world. 

DAY BY DAY Enjoy this day in the beautiful landscapes of the 
Montagne de Reims area and discover the charming 
villages that we’ll pass through on our way.
Today we will enjoy a private lunch at La Maison 
Penet, followed by an equally private tour of the cellars 
and the whole estate in the company of the owners. 
Situated in the Grand Cru heartland, Maison Penet is a 
top-range independent producer which releases high-
quality “extra brut Champagnes” from the grapes of 
their prestigious vineyards around the villages of Verzy 
and Verzenay. We will have the opportunity of enjoying 
a 3-course lunch matched with 3 unique Champagnes 
from the house. Mailly Grand Cru was awarded ‘Best 
Cooperative’ and is a reference for many Champagne 
lovers. The quality of its terroir - one of the 17 Grand 
Cru villages of Champagne – gives its Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay the optimal conditions for a perfectly 
balanced Champagne. No doubt you will find your new 
favourite! We will then head back to our hotel for a well-
deserved rest and to prepare ourselves for our dinner at 
the 2-star Michelin “Restaurant Le Parc”.

Day 3 - Á Table!

After a late breakfast we will head through the streets 
of the city of Reims to the kitchen of this morning’s 
host: Chef Eric Geoffroy welcomes us into his kitchen 
for a private cooking workshop. He will share with 
you the secrets and keys to Gourmet French Cuisine. 
Eric will introduce us to his favourite recipes and will 
answer any questions you might have on the art which 
of French cuisine. After the class, it is time for you to 
savour the fruit of your labour. A 2-course lunch served 
with the unique cuvées of Champagne.

After dessert we will head to the lovely city of Nancy. 
We will enjoy a city tour with our friend and guide 
Nathalie. She will show us all the secrets and beauties 
of this imperial city that witnessed some of the most 
important chapters of French history. In the heart of the 
city, the Hotel d’Haussonville, a stunning old building 
built in the renaissance style, will host us tonight in its 
sumptuous classical style. A gentle stroll around the 
world famous Stanislas Square before heading to one 
of the city’s most renowned brasseries: ”La Brasserie 
l’Excelsior” to really experience the local “Nancéen” 
gastronomy.

Day 4 - Let’s soak into white wines 

This morning we will head to another of France’s great 
wine regions... Alsace: This wonderful and singular wine 
region is tainted by a strong German influence, with its 
beautiful and recognizable rural architecture, famous 
gastronomy & unique identity, but most of all, its world 
famous wines and Crémants that will enthral you. We 
will visit Koenigsbourg Castle: the most emblematic 
of Alsatian monuments. We will then move on to 
Riquewihr, a lovely medieval village hidden in the hills, 
which is home to one of the best restaurants in the 
region. The chef Philippe Aubron, settled down here 
and opened his Trotthus restaurant where he develops 
a wonderful fusion cuisine that will enlighten your day.

This afternoon we will visit a very famous Alsatian 
winery in Ribeauvillé. There, the Bott frêres will 
welcome us and explain what makes this region so 
special for white wines and crémants. We will, of course, 
need to taste them to fully understand. Le Chambard 
hotel is hosting us tonight in its typical 18th-century 
mansion in the village of Kaysersberg. Tonight we have 
a 2 Michelin stars dinner in “Le Chambard ‘’ run by the 
celebrated chef Olivier Nasti. He will introduce us to his 
cuisine and take us through all the flavours to be found 
in his revisited traditional gastronomy.

Our lunch is at one of the finest restaurants in 
the whole region: l’Osmose, where Antoine Botter 
combines the authenticity of raw & seasonal 
ingredients with the most refined gastronomic 
emulsions. His sommelier, the very famous Frédéric 
Voné, will put his exceptional knowledge of wines at 
your service for a perfect match with your menu. You’ll 
have some downtime at your wonderful “Hotel-Spa 5 
Terres” a 17th century building combining the charm 
and techniques of the past with the elegance and 
modern comforts of contemporary standards. Then 
we’ll sit down to enjoy the gastronomy of the hotel’s 
restaurant which focuses on biodynamic food which 
brings together seasonal and local specialties, and the 
wonderful local wines. 

Day 5 - Fly me to the grapes

Early call this morning but it’s definitely worth it. You’ll 
take some altitude with Thierry, one of the best hot air 
balloons pilots in western France. He knows everything 
about the Rhine Valley and we will most likely fly over 
some of Germany if the wind is willing. You’ll fly over all 
the grand-crus vineyards and discover Alsace from a 
whole different angle. After having recovered from our 
experience, with a cold glass of crémant at the landing 
site, we will head to Obernai to enjoy the Crémants 
white wines route.

Day 6 - Cry me a river, farewell along 
the Rhine. 

After breakfast and having checked out of our hotel we 
will drive you to the wonderful city of Strasbourg. There 
we will enjoy a walking tour of the city built along the 
Rhine River and facing Germany on the other bank. The 
city is a place full of history and charming corners.

We must visit the astonishing cathedral and the Kleber 
Square, we will enjoy our lunch on the “Petite France 
Island”, a very quaint place, seemingly untouched by 
time, right in the middle of the city. We will then bring 
you to Strasbourg train station where you can grab the 
high speed train to Paris, a quick 2h journey.

38



Shared Escorted Tours

Lyon & Rhone49

Provence & French Riviera51

Normandy & The Mont Saint Michel47

The Best of Burgundy43

Lavender Fields Tour45

The Best of Bordeaux41



The Best of Bordeaux

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Bordeaux 
Drop off Bordeaux

Day 1 Welcome in France

Upon your arrival at Bordeaux’s airport or train station, 
your driver guide will be waiting for you. From there 
he will take you for a panoramic tour of the city during 
which you’ll have the opportunity to see all the major 
landmarks this superb city has to offer. Your guide will 
then drive you to your hotel where you’ll be staying for 
the 3 coming nights.

Day 2 Legendary Crus 

This morning, departure from the tourist office of 
Bordeaux where you will meet up with your driver 
guide (5mn walking distance from your hotel) and 
head north-west along the Gironde estuary towards 
those most famous of Bordeaux vineyards ; the Médoc. 
This celebrated site follows the estuary to the Atlantic 
Ocean, and benefits from a temperate climate ideally 
suited for producing some of the greatest wines in 
the world. This optimal symbiosis of viticulture and 
environment has created 60 Grand Crus Classés and 
400 Crus Bourgeois in the AOC of the Médoc. 

During this full day tour you will visit three Classified 
Growth or Cru Bourgeois vineyards, each vineyard 
having been carefully selected for their exceptional 
setting and quality of wine. During these visits you 
will learn all there is to know about the history of 
the estates, the wine making process as well as the 
techniques used during the winemaking. The visits 
include, of course, wine tasting sessions. The wineries 
are usually located in the Margaux, Saint Julien, Pauillac 
or Haut Medoc appellations. Following that, you’ll 
follow the “Route des Châteaux” to admire some of 
the most famous châteaux such as Château Margaux, 
Château Palmer or Château Pichon Longueville. A truly 
captivating drive. You’ll then head back to Bordeaux to 
enjoy your evening there and overnight at your hotel

DAY BY DAY
Day 3 Become a wine expert

Today, you’ll be going to yet another legendary wine 
region: Saint Emilion!! You’ll have the opportunity to 
enjoy a visit and a wine tasting in a famous Classified 
Growth Chateau of the Saint Emilion appellation or 
one of the prestigious surrounding regions (Pomerol, 
Fronsac, Lalande de Pomerol…). You’ll explore the 
village of Saint-Émilion too : a  very charming, medieval 
town full of wonderful squares and narrow alleys 
where you’ll visit another Classified Growth Chateau, 
followed by some time at leisure for personal discovery, 
shopping and lunch.

In the afternoon, after a walking tour of the village, 
there’s another visit and wine tasting session in a local 
winery of the Chateau of the Saint Emilion appellation 
or a neighbouring region (Pomerol, Fronsac, Lalande 
de Pomerol…). Then, it will be time to get back to your 
hotel and get ready for the final night dinner we will 
have organised for you in a lovely gourmet restaurant. 

Day 4 Farewell 

This morning your driver will pick you up at your hotel 
and transfer you to Bordeaux airport or train station.
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The Best of Burgundy

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Dijon
Drop off Dijon

Day 1 The door of Burgundy

Upon your arrival in Dijon’s train station your driver 
guide will be there waiting to pick you up and transfer 
you to your hotel. There you’ll settle in for the three 
coming nights.

Day 2 Wine’s Champs Élysées 

Today your driver guide will pick you up at your hotel 
and take you to enjoy breath-taking views of the Hill 
of Corton in Côte de Beaune, one of Burgundy’s finest 
spots for red and white Grands Crus and an essential 
stop during an oenological trip to Burgundy. You’ll 
then be ready for a Prestige tasting: 5 to 7 red and 
white wines, including exceptional wines classified as 
1ers Crus and Grands Crus… And even more ready for 
a second tasting in yet another wine-cellar. Paradise, 
indeed, for Pinot Noir lovers. You’ll also visit the wine-
cellar of a family-run estate filled with oak barrels and 
old vintages.

Lunch today is at your leisure in the historical town of 
Beaune, Burgundy’s wine Capital. Your driver guide 
will suggest some of the best places for lunch where 
you can enjoy local dishes and cheeses. This afternoon, 
you will discover Burgundy’s « Champs Elysées » with 
its legendary vineyards: Romanée Conti, Chambertin, 
Clos de Vougeot, Echezeaux,… You’ll also take a short 
stroll amongst the vines of the Côte de Nuits.  It will 
then be time to head back to your hotel in Dijon.

DAY BY DAY
Day 3 Vineyards & old stones

This morning is free to discover Dijon’s historical centre, 
classified as a UNESCO world heritage site. Enjoy a 
nice walk through the medieval streets and admire the 
influence the wine industry and its traditions have left 
on the city. You’ll have the opportunity to see superbly 
decorated hotels and impressive monuments and to do 
some shopping if you wish.

This afternoon, you’ll meet with your driver-guide who 
will bring you to a tasting of great Burgundy wines 
in a traditional wine-cellar. A selection of Pinots Noirs 
and white wines. After the tasting, you’ll walk through 
the vineyards of Côte de Nuits: wine-growing villages, 
medieval houses, churches and castles…the perfect, 
bucolic landscape in our opinion. You’ll then visit the 
impressive Château du Clos de Vougeot and walk in the 
footsteps of the Cistercian monks of the 12th century. 
The old vat room, the wine presses, and the monks’ 
cellar, built between the 12th and 16th centuries— each 
place is an unique opportunity to plunge into history. 
You’ll also get to understand the production and 
maturing methods of the vintages you’ll have savoured 
during your wine tasting. We will then drive through 
the forests of Hautes-Côtes de Nuits and its postcard 
landscapes. And finally, you will discover the Burgundy 
Canal (built in the 18th century) in the heart of the 
Ouche Valley. Back to Dijon to a deserved rest at your 
hotel.

Day 4 So Long 

After your breakfast, your driver guide will be waiting 
for you at your hotel to transfer you to Dijon’s train 
station. 
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Lavender Fields Tour

LOCATION

June 10th – August 3rd

Pick up Marseille
Drop off Marseille

Day 1 The Mediterranean Gateway

We will meet you at Marseille’s airport and transfer 
you to your hotel in Aix-en-Provence where you will 
peacefully settle in and get ready for the three thrilling 
days to come.

Day 2 The French Riviera’s gems 

We’ll set out from Aix-En-Provence this morning for a 
long day of adventures. There are some places you can’t 
help but fall in love with at first sight, and Cassis is one 
of them. Upon your arrival there, you will first discover 
Cape Canaille, the highest maritime cliff in France 
and enjoy the panoramic view of the bay from this 
impressive place. We will then spend some free time 
at leisure in the charming fishing port. In Cassis we will 
hop on our boat for a cruise to discover the Calanques, 
limestone cliffs that plunge into the clear blue waters 
of the Mediterranean Sea, creating natural coves (fat, 
rocky claws that looks like Norwegian fjords and poke 
out into the sea).

We will then head to Marseille’s Vieux Port and visit 
Notre Dame de la Garde basilica and from there enjoy 
a panoramic view of the Phocean city. In the stunning 
abbey Saint Victor we will make our way underground 
to the crypt which houses 4th century marble 
sarcophagus. You’ll then have the chance to discover 
Marseille’s newest museum, the Mucem, which will 
fascinate you, the Villa Mediterrannée, the Fort Saint 
John and the cathedral La Major. After all these 
colourful discoveries we will head back to your hotel in 
Aix-en-Provence.

DAY BY DAY

Package 2 : Full Day Shared Tour  - SAULT & 
LUBERON– From July 20th to August 03rd
Departure for your first visit which is the charming 
provençal village of Lourmarin, and the inspiration 
behind Peter Mayle’s “A year in Provence”. Lourmarin is 
a haven for painters, sculptors, fashion designers and 
writers. Little wonder it attracted novelist Henri Bosco 
and Nobel Prize writer and philosopher Albert Camus.
Then, you will reach the hilltop village of Roussillon, yet 
another one of France’s most beautiful villages. Here 
you will have some free time to explore the village 
and a 30mn walk through Le Sentier des Ocres, a truly 
stunning site. 
Lunch at leisure in Roussillon, a village perched atop an 
ochre rock formation called the “Provencal Colorado’’. 
Your tour continues along the Lavender Road, where 
you’ll be awed by the beauty of provençal landscapes, 
before reaching Sault, the capital of lavender and its 
huge lavender fields. There you will enjoy some free 
time in the fields and the village. On the way back you 
will enjoy many photo opportunities in lavender and 
sunflower fields (during blossom season). To end the 
day we will head back to the hotel in Aix-en-Provence.

Day 3 Méli-Mélo

Package 1 : Full day shared Tour - VALENSOLE, 
MOUSTIERS,  VERDON & OCCITANE – From 10.6 to 19.7
Let’s discover one of the iconic landmarks Provence is 
known for. Today we are heading to the lavender fields! 

Day 4 A bientôt 

Breakfast at your hotel and check-out.  End of our 
services. Transfer to Marseille aiport or train station.

BEST PERIOD

 On the plateau de Valensole lies the wonderful array 
of purple lavender and bright yellow sunflowers that 
have inspired so many artists, and have become 
synonymous with Provence. You’ll have the opportunity 
to stroll around these sublime fields and then on to 
a local Provencal market where you will discover the 
many products derived from lavender. Passing through 
the lavender fields we will reach the hilltop medieval 
village of Moustiers Sainte Marie, a real hidden gem on 
the cliffs of the Verdon valley. There you will enjoy some 
free time for lunch. After lunch, we will head to the lake 
at Sainte Croix du Verdon and enjoy several photo stops 
on the way to take in the breath-taking panoramic 
views of the Verdon’s canyons. The last visit is to the 
renowned Occitane museum, to find out all about 
essential oils and the process behind producing natural 
cosmetics. 
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Normandy & 
the Mont Saint Michel

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Paris
Drop off Bayeux

Day 1 Impressive Impressionists

This morning we will pick you up in a private minibus at 
your hotel or airport/ train station in Paris and you will 
meet your driver-guide. We will then head to Giverny 
for a guided visit of Claude Monet’s wonderful house 
and gardens. Monet lived here for forty-three years, 
from 1883 to 1926; and with his passion for gardening 
and colours, he conceived both his flower garden 
and water garden as veritable works of art. Walking 
through his house and gardens, visitors can still feel the 
atmosphere which reigned in the home of the Master 
of Impressionism and marvel at the floral compositions 
and water lilies, his greatest sources of Inspiration. 
The beautiful city of Bayeux is our next destination. 
There you will settle in your hotel where you will be 
accommodated for 3 nights.

Day 2 Celebrating Heroes

Package 1 : Full day Tour - US SECTOR
This morning your guide is coming to pick you up at 
your hotel for a long emotional day where you will 
discover all the major sites in the U.S sector of the 
D-Day landings. St Mère-Eglise will be our first stop, 
where in the early morning of 6 June 1944 units of the 
U.S. 82nd Airborne and U.S. 101st Airborne Divisions 
occupied the town in Mission Boston, giving it the 
claim to be one of the first towns liberated in the 
invasion. Then the Airborne Museum, Utah beach, the 
Pointe du Hoc, Omaha Beach and the US cemetery. 
Your guide will give you time on your own at the end, to 
either stay longer in the cemetery or save time for the 
Visitor Centre that was opened in 2007 by the American 
Battle Monuments Commission to commemorate the 
D-Day invasion of June 1944.

DAY BY DAY

Day 3 At the pace of the tide

Meet your driver guide in the lobby of your hotel 
and set out to visit one of the most impressive sites 
in France: Le Mont Saint-Michel. Perched on a rocky 
island in the midst of vast sandbanks, exposed to the 
powerful tides between Normandy and Britain stands 
the ‘Wonder of the West’. A visit to this exceptional 
site, with its village houses huddled close together 
over which towers the Abbey of the Mont-Saint-Michel, 
all of which is encircled by centuries-old ramparts, is 
an unforgettable experience. The breath-taking view 
from the peak is well worth the effort of the climb! We 
will drive back to your Hotel in Bayeux where you can 
enjoy a stroll through the old city and its lovely local 
atmosphere.

Day 4 Au revoir  

Breakfast at your hotel.
Pick up at your hotel by a private taxi and transfer to 
Bayeux train station.
End of our services.

Package 2 : Half day Tour - Canadian SECTOR
This morning your guide is coming to pick you up at 
your hotel for a long emotional day where you will 
discover all major sites in the Canadian sector of the 
D-Day landings
To begin, a visit of the Juno Centre. Then Graye/
Courseulles-Sur-Mer, Bernieres/St-Aubin and the 
Canadian Cemetery. Following that, a visit to the 
Abbaye d’Ardenne, a beautiful Norman Abbey dating 
from the 12th century. A number of Canadian prisoners 
were brought here and executed on June 7th and 8th. 
After this long and emotional day we will head back to 
our hotel in Bayeux. Overnight at your hotel.
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Lyon & Rhone

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Paris
Drop off Bayeux

Day 1 The Lion hearted city

Whether you arrive at Lyon’s train station or airport, 
you’ll be welcomed by your driver-guide who’ll pick 
you up for a guided visit of Lyon, the capital of French 
gastronomy. Your tour begins with the majestic Notre 
Dame de Fourvière Basilica and see Lyon from above 
with a spectacular view over the whole city. On your 
way back down into the city, you’ll visit a fabulous 
ancient Roman Theatre before strolling through the 
Old Town, a Unesco World Heritage site. 

Then there’s a visit to Saint Jean Cathedral, built 
between the 12th and 15th centuries, where you’ll learn 
about the famous passageways called “traboules”. Then 
on through Bellecour Square to see the Opera House, 
Celestin Theatre, several painted walls and Terreaux 
Square.  Finally, you’ll check-in to your 4-star hotel in 
Lyon where you will be accommodated for 2 nights. 

Day 2 Wine is a bottled poem

This morning your driver guide will pick you up at your 
hotel and carry you off for what will be a colourful day. 
The northern part of the Rhone valley is famous for its 
exceptional wines, several of them are classed amongst 
the finest in France. On this intimate tour you will meet 
up and to share your day with an authentic winemaker 
who will show you all the facets of his exciting craft. You 
will visit 3 wineries including the Cotes Rotie vineyards 
and you will taste over a dozen varieties of the best 
wines of the region.

DAY BY DAY
Day 3 Paul Bocuse’s ghost

This morning, you will enjoy a unique gastronomy 
experience at les Halles, a huge covered food market 
founded by Paul Bocuse, the world’s most famous 
chef. Accompanied by a passionate local guide you will 
discover the capital of gastronomy during a rhythmic 
guided visit full of unusual anecdotes and exceptional 
culinary tastings, explore must see places, meet local 
artisans and taste products that illustrate Lyon’s 
heritage.

You will then embark on a two-hour visit with several 
stops in the establishments most associated with 
Lyon’s gastronomy, and run by emblematic figures: 
Mother Richard, Colette Sibilia and Etienne Boissy 
(MOF). A real pleasure for both your taste buds and 
eyes!

Day 4 Au revoir 

After breakfast at your hotel, we will arrange a private 
transfer to the Lyon train station or airport
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Provence & Riviera

BEST PERIOD

LOCATION

Pick up Marseille 
Drop off Marseille

ITINERARY
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Day 1 - Bienvenue 

Arrival in Avignon train station. This morning we will 
pick you up in a private minibus and your driver-
guide will transfer you to your hotel in Avignon City 
Centre. Check in at your 4-star hotel in the centre 
of the beautiful city of Avignon where you will be 
accommodated for 4 nights.

Day 2 - Treasures of Provence  

You’ll meet your guide at Avignon tourist office and 
depart to Arles, noted for the wealth of its Roman and 
Romanesque heritage. A gentle walk through the city 
to discover the Roman heritage: the amphitheatre, the 
Roman theatre and the ancient sites still marvellously 
preserved and painted by Van Gogh between 1888 and 
1890. Then you’ll have the pleasure to visit the market 
in Arles on Saturday morning; definitely the most lively 
place in town. Your tour continues with Les Baux-de-
Provence, a superb stone fortress where you will admire 
from atop the Val d’Enfer a superb panoramic view. 
Nearby, you will be able to enjoy the audiovisual show 
in the Carrières de Lumière: a multimedia exhibition of 
famous works by the most famous French painters are 
displayed on the walls of the quarry accompanied by 
beautiful classical music. .

Then in the nearby town of Saint-Remy-de-Provence, 
we will visit Saint-Paul de Mausole to see some of the 
most emblematic sites painted by Vincent Van Gogh 
whose work is filled with so many his interpretations of 
the local scenery. Your tour continues with a panoramic 
tour of the city of Orange to discover the Roman Arch 
of Triumph, symbol of the Roman Imperial power and 
the impressive and magnificently preserved Roman 
Theatre. We will then drive through the vineyards 
between Orange and Chateauneuf-du-Pape, and stop 
for a panoramic view of the Rhone river valley from the 
old-castle of Châteauneuf-du-Pape. We will of course 
take the opportunity for a wine tasting at a property in 
Chateauneuf du Pape to taste one of the most famous 
wines in France. We will finally drive back to Avignon 
where you will rest and spend the night in your hotel.

DAY BY DAY Day 3 - Where Popes lived in Heaven 

Your guide is meeting you in the lobby of your hotel 
this morning and will take you for a 2 hour private 
guided tour of Avignon. Avignon, known as the City 
of Popes since the 14th century when the popes fled 
Rome, sits on the leafy banks of the majestic Rhône 
River. In the 14th century, the town became the 
capital of Christendom. The city’s intact ramparts and 
pedestrianised centre give Avignon a real medieval 
feel. During your walking tour of the city you will have 
the opportunity to visit the Palais des Papes and the 
famous Pont d’Avignon.

After lunch, your driver-guide will pick you up at the 
tourist office of Avignon for a panoramic tour of the 
most beautiful hilltops villages in Provence: Roussillon, 
a hilltop village, surrounded by red, orange and yellow 
ochre cliffs, natural and unique landscap,. Gordes, 
another hilltop medieval village, made entirely with 
the local dry stones called “lauze”, its fortified castle 
and church dominating the houses of the village 
and classified as one of the most beautiful villages in 
France. In Fontaine de Vaucluse, you will walk up to 
the cave from which the River Sorgues emerges. This 
impressive spring still hasn’t revealed its secrets and 
many speleologists have searched in vain for the exact 
depth of the well. Markets are on Tuesdays in Gordes 
and on Thursdays in Roussillon, and if you’re lucky 
enough to have the opportunity to experience the 
atmosphere, it’s a unique moment. We will then drive 
you back to your hotel in Avignon where you can enjoy 
the charm of the city at night.

Day 4 - The Roman Legacy

This morning you can enjoy time on your own and stroll 
around the alleys and streets of Avignon and perhaps 
take the time for some shopping of the many shops 
selling the many local crafts of Avignon. This afternoon, 
your driver guide will pick you up at the tourist office of 
Avignon and bring you to the stunning city of Nimes, 
where you will discover the impressive vestiges of the 
city’s Roman history.

You visit the 2000 year old Arena, the best-conserved 
Roman amphitheatre in the world, In its heyday, it 
could hold more than 24,000 spectators and is still 
used nowadays for bullfighting, renactements of 
Roman battles, concerts and so forth. 

Then you will explore Uzès, a charming medieval 
town and the first Duchy of France, set in the 
garrigues countryside. Uzès has preserved its layout 
as a medieval stronghold since the 17th and 18th 
centuries. Discover the Place aux Herbes (picturesque 
square), the episcopal palace, the Ducal Palace, the 
Fenestrelle Tower (a unique bell-tower) and Saint-
Theodorit Cathedral. Your day will end with a visit to 
the extraordinary Pont du Gard, an amazing vestige of 
a Roman aqueduct which brought water to Nîmes. It’s 
time now to head back to Avignon

Day 5 - Very Belle-Époque

Once again your guide is coming to pick you up at 
your hotel this morning for a private transfer to Aix 
en Provence where you will enjoy a 2 hour guided 
walking tour of its historic centre and walk along the 
famous tree-lined Cours Mirabeau, its fine houses and 
fountains. Aix has sumptuous 17th and 18th century 
architecture, mansions and ornate fountains springing 
everywhere, lively streets and lovely squares. We will 
then head to Nice where you will settle in your 4-star 
hotel which will be your accommodation for the 3 
coming nights.

Day 7 - The French Riviera

After your guide picks you up at your hotel you follow 
the coast road drive to Antibes, an emblematic town 
of the French Riviera where Picasso once lived, famous 
for the incredible harbour and its ramparts built by 
Vauban. We’ll then visit nearby Cannes, the star of the 
Riviera, famous for its film festival, glitzy hotels, old port 
& exotic sports cars and yachts. To walk the renowned 
“Croisette Promenade” in search of movie stars is a 
must. Our tour continues in Saint Paul de Vence, where 
we will walk around the cobbled stone streets of one 
of the oldest medieval towns on the French Riviera. 
It is well-known for its modern and contemporary art 
museums and galleries. This beautiful village has been 
home to artists and writers from all over the world, 
Modigliani, Matisse, Yves Montand, James Baldwin to 
name but a few.

Before your arrival in Monaco there’ll be a stop in Eze to 
discover this old medieval village perched like eagle’s 
nest; take the opportunity to visit the Parfumerie 
Fragonard. We will then drive through the village of La 
Turbie with its “Trophy of the Alps” erected in honour 
of the Emperor Augustus in the 6BC to mark the 
boundary between Italy and Gaul , reach the luxurious 
principality of Monaco with the Prince’s Palace, the 
Monte-Carlo Casino, the gardens & the world-famous 
Grand Prix Circuit race-track. After this thrilling day 
it will be time to head back to Nice to enjoy its lovely 
evening atmosphere.

Day 6 - Nice is Nice

Meet your driver-guide at your hotel and depart for 
a 3 hour guided visit of the city of Nice. The centre of 
Nice is easy to explore. The Promenade des Anglais, 
the waterfront boulevard, is one of the most famous 
avenues in France. Behind the pebbly beach is the old 
town with its rambling old lanes and its famous Marché 
aux Fleurs. This is the charismatic heart of the city and 
is in stark contrast with the “Belle époque” buildings 
that line the waterfront and the west of the city. 
Afternoon at leisure for you to do some shopping or just 
relax on the beach. Overnight at your hotel in Nice.

Day 8 - See you soon! 

After your Breakfast at your hotel we will transfer you 
with a private minibus to Nice’s Airport or train station.
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Shall we go together?
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